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TODAY’S WORSHIP FOCUS 

This week we begin reading about the ministry of John the 

Baptist. This account marks fulfillment of yet another 

promise of the Lord, and signals that the Lord’s salvation is 

at hand. “The messenger” proclaims impending fulfillment 

and commands preparation for the arrival of the greater 

“messenger of the covenant.” John calls for us to repent. 

Repentance is the humble admission of our sin combined 

with the joyful trust that everything needed to bring us 

closer to God has already been done by him.  

WISCONSIN EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN SYNOD 

Worship Information 

Welcome to worship at Good Shepherd’s Lutheran Church.  

 If your child becomes restless while sitting with you during the service, we 

have a room on the lower level. Ask an usher if you need assistance.  

 If you are hearing impaired, we are equipped with an audio induction loop 

assistive listening system. Please switch your hearing aid to “T” or request 

assistance from an usher.  

To you, O LORD, I lift up my soul; 

in you I trust, O my God. 
Psalm 25:1–2 
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OPENING HYMN                                                                   

302 vs. 1-3 | Prepare the Royal Highway 

 
 PLEASE STAND 

 
INVOCATION  

Minister: In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the 

Holy Spirit. 

Congregation: Amen. 

 
CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 

M: We have come into the presence of God, who created us to love 

and serve him as his dear children. But we have disobeyed him 

and deserve only his wrath and punishment. Therefore, let us 

confess our sins to him and plead for his mercy. 

C: Merciful Father in heaven, I am altogether sinful from birth. 

In countless ways I have sinned against you and do not 

deserve to be called your child. But trusting in Jesus, my 

Savior, I pray: Have mercy on me according to your unfailing 

love. Cleanse me from my sin, and take away my guilt. 

M: God, our heavenly Father, has forgiven all your sins. By the perfect 

life and innocent death of our Lord Jesus Christ, he has removed 

your guilt forever. You are his own dear child. May God give you 

strength to live according to his will. 

C: Amen. 

M: In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Worship begins 

with a reminder 

of the Triune 

God’s grace. He 

washed us in 

baptism — the 

Invocation uses 

the words of 

Baptism — and 

continues to 

work for our 

eternal salvation. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Confession and 

Absolution are a 

significant and 

powerful part of 

a worship 

service. By faith, 

you can hear 

God’s voice 

speaking words 

of forgiveness. 

This forgiveness 

renews and 

strengthens us to 

live as God’s 

people. 
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OH, TASTE AND SEE  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

M: Stir up our hearts, O Lord, to prepare the way for your only Son. 

By his coming give us strength in our conflicts and shed light on 

our path through the darkness of this world; through your Son, 

Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The refrain at 

the beginning 

and end of this 

song is from 

Psalm 34:8. We 

have just heard 

that our sins are 

forgiven; truly the 

Lord is good! The 

middle portion of 

the song is from 

Psalm 119:89-

90. God’s 

faithfulness 

continues as his 

Word continues 

to bless and 

preserve his 

children. 
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The Lord 

promised to send 

a messenger, 

John the Baptist, 

to prepare 

people to meet 

the Christ at his 

first coming. 

Through God's 

Word and the 

messengers who 

proclaim it, the 

Lord humbles his 

people, purifying  

our hearts so 

that we might 

stand on the Last 

Day.  

 PLEASE BE SEATED 

 
FIRST LESSON   Malachi 3:1-7 

“See, I will send my messenger, who will prepare the way before 

me. Then suddenly the Lord you are seeking will come to his temple; 

the messenger of the covenant, whom you desire, will come,” says 

the LORD Almighty. 

But who can endure the day of his coming? Who can stand when 

he appears? For he will be like a refiner’s fire or a launderer’s soap. He 

will sit as a refiner and purifier of silver; he will purify the Levites and 

refine them like gold and silver. Then the LORD will have men who will 

bring offerings in righteousness, and the offerings of Judah and 

Jerusalem will be acceptable to the LORD, as in days gone by, as in 

former years. 

“So I will come near to you for judgment. I will be quick to testify 

against sorcerers, adulterers and perjurers, against those who defraud 

laborers of their wages, who oppress the widows and the fatherless, 

and deprive the aliens of justice, but do not fear me,” says the LORD 

Almighty. 

“I the LORD do not change. So you, O descendants of Jacob, are 

not destroyed. Ever since the time of your forefathers you have turned 

away from my decrees and have not kept them. Return to me, and I 

will return to you,” says the LORD Almighty. 

 
SCHOOL CHOIR — Grades 5 and 6 8:00am service 

 Hark the Glad Sound 
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PSALM 71 10:30am and 6:30pm services 

 

 

 

 

 

In you, O LORD, I have taken refuge;* 

 let me never be put to shame. 

Rescue me and deliver me in your righteousness;* 

 turn your ear to me and save me. 

Be my rock of refuge to which I can always go;* 

 For you are my rock and my fortress. 

Refrain 

Since my youth, O God, you have taught me,* 

 and to this day I declare your marvelous deeds. 

Even when I am old and gray,* 

 do not forsake me, O God, 

till I declare your power to the next generation,* 

 your might to all who are to come. 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son* 

 and to the Holy Spirit, 

as it was in the beginning,* 

 is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

Refrain 
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SECOND LESSON   Philippians 1:3-11 

I thank my God every time I remember you. In all my prayers for 

all of you, I always pray with joy because of your partnership in the 

gospel from the first day until now, being confident of this, that he 

who began a good work in you will carry it on to completion until the 

day of Christ Jesus. 

It is right for me to feel this way about all of you, since I have you 

in my heart; for whether I am in chains or defending and confirming 

the gospel, all of you share in God’s grace with me. God can 

testify how I long for all of you with the affection of Christ Jesus. 

And this is my prayer: that your love may abound more and more 

in knowledge and depth of insight, so that you may be able to discern 

what is best and may be pure and blameless until the day of 

Christ, filled with the fruit of righteousness that comes through Jesus 

Christ—to the glory and praise of God. 

 
HYMN RESPONSE  

 302 v. 4 | Prepare the Royal Highway  

C:  R His is no earthly kingdom;      

 it comes from heav’n above. 

  His rule is peace and freedom  

 and justice, truth, and love. 

 So let your praise be sounding  

 for kindness so abounding; 

 Hosanna to the Lord  

 for he fulfills God’s Word! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Producing love 

and humility 

within us is God's 

work. He began 

his good work at 

our baptism and  

will carry that 

work to 

completion.  
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In grace, God 

sent his 

messenger, John 

the Baptist, to 

prepare people 

to meet the Lord.  

 

 PLEASE STAND 

 
GOSPEL LESSON Luke 3:1-6 

In the fifteenth year of the reign of Tiberius Caesar—when 

Pontius Pilate was governor of Judea, Herod tetrarch of Galilee, his 

brother Philip tetrarch of Iturea and Traconitis, and Lysanias tetrarch 

of Abilene—during the high priesthood of Annas and Caiaphas, the 

word of God came to John son of Zechariah in the desert. He went 

into all the country around the Jordan, preaching a baptism of 

repentance for the forgiveness of sins. As it is written in the book of 

the words of Isaiah the prophet: 

“A voice of one calling in the desert, 

‘Prepare the way for the Lord, 

make straight paths for him. 

Every valley shall be filled in, 

every mountain and hill made low. 

The crooked roads shall become straight, 

the rough ways smooth. 

And all mankind will see God’s salvation.’” 

M: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

 

 

 

 

 
 PLEASE BE SEATED 

 
HYMN OF THE DAY                                                 

 316 vs. 1-3 | On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry  
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SERMON  Luke 3:1-6 

  God Straightens Crooked Hearts 

 
HYMN  

 316 vs. 4-5 | On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry  

 
APOSTLES’ CREED 

C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and 

earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was 

conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was 

buried. He descended into hell. The third day he rose again 

from the dead. He ascended into heaven and is seated at the 

right hand of God the Father almighty. From there he will 

come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the 

communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection 

of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
PRESENTATION OF THE OFFERING AND PRAYER 

 
 PLEASE STAND 

 
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

Spoken by the Minister.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
This simple 

Creed is a 

powerful 

testimony to the 

truth of who God 

is and what he 

has done to save 

us! These truths 

form a solid, 

immovable 

foundation for 

our faith. 
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. 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

C: Our Father, who art in heaven,  

hallowed be thy name,  

thy kingdom come,  

thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread;  

and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who 

trespass against us;  

and lead us not into temptation,  

but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever 

and ever. Amen. 

 
 PLEASE BE SEATED 

 
HYMN                                                  

 317 | When All the World Was Cursed 

 
 PLEASE STAND 

 
CLOSING PRAYER  

M: O Lord God, our heavenly Father, pour out the Holy Spirit on your 

faithful people. Keep us strong in your grace and truth, protect 

and comfort us in all temptation, and bestow on us your saving 

peace, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with 

you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
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Offering plates are available by the doors.  

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 

Oh, Taste and See and Verse of the Day ©1993 Kermit Moldenhauer | 

Scripture Lessons taken from Holy Bible, New International Version®, NIV® 

Copyright ©1973, 1978, 1984, by International Bible Society. Used by 

permission of Zondervan Publishing House. All rights reserved. 

BENEDICTION 

M: Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with one          

another. Serve the Lord with gladness.   

The LORD bless you and keep you. 

The LORD make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The LORD look on you with favor and give you peace. 

 

 

 

 

 
 PLEASE BE SEATED 

 
CLOSING HYMN                                                 

 954 | Blessed Be the God of Israel  

 

 

 

 
The blessing of 

Aaron has been 

spoken over 

God’s people for 

over 3,500 

years. The Lord 

said, “So they 

will put my 

name on [them], 

and I will bless 

them” [Numbers 

6:27]. 
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SERVING IN OUR SERVICES  

Presiding Minister  Pastor Tim Wempner 

Preacher Vicar Nathan Klusmeyer 

Worship Accompanist Jennifer Wolfgramm 

Choir Director Tim Hochmuth 

Choir Accompanist Jennifer Wolfgramm 

8:00am Ushers Keith Peavy and Mike Peavy 

10:30am Ushers Mark Kuether and Michael Kuether 

Monday Usher Matt Young 

SERVING NEXT WEEK  

Cleaning Team 3  Randy and Cheri Marcott, Dave and Teresa Jackson, 

Brian Grady, Chris and Dayna Hein  

Advent Service—3:30pm Denise Romenesko and Linda Veldman 

                           6:30pm Scott Kuehn 

8:00am Ushers Ryan Bogenschneider and Brian Grady 

10:30am Ushers Andrew Mielke and Drew Wempner 

Monday Usher Mike Zarling 
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WEEKLY CALENDAR 
(also on www.GoodShepherds.net) 

Sunday (Dec. 5)  8:00 and 10:30am Worship Services  

 9:15am Adult Bible Study 

 9:15am Kid’s Club (Sunday School) 

` 11:45am Voters’ Meeting 

Monday (Dec. 6) 5:00—8:00pm Fazoli’s Fundraiser 

 6:30pm Worship Service  

Tuesday (Dec. 7) 8:30am Work Crew 

 6:30pm Board of Elders 

 6:30pm Board of Trustees 

 7:00pm Choir Rehearsal 

Wednesday (Dec. 8) 3:30 and 6:30pm Advent Services 

  Advent Dinner after 3:30 service 

Thursday (Dec. 9) 7:00am Faculty Meeting 

 11:00am Senior Bible Study 

 6:00pm Board of Education 

Sunday (Dec. 12) 8:00 and 10:30am Worship Services (Communion) 

 9:15am Adult Bible Study 

 9:15am Kid’s Club (Sunday School) 

 11:45am Call Meeting for 1-2 Grade Teacher 

Monday (Dec. 13) 6:30pm Worship Service (Communion) 

Tuesday (Dec. 14) 8:30am Work Crew 

 5:30pm Board of Stewardship 

 6:30pm  Coordinating Board 

 7:00pm Choir Rehearsal 

Attendance Last Sunday: 205 

Advent Services: 148 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Midweek Advent Worship—We will have worship services in Advent 

on Wednesdays at 3:30pm and 6:30pm. 

Midweek Advent Dinners will be served after our early service each 

Wednesday. There are sign-up sheets in the back of church. 

COOKIES—Our Busy Hands thank everyone who brought cookies for our shut-

ins. The extras can be purchased with proceeds going to our school. They 

can be found in the fellowship hall! 

Call Returned—Bethany Babinec returned the call to be our 1st and 2nd grade 

teacher. We will have another Call meeting on Sunday, December 12 at 

11:45am.  

Our Mitten Tree Is Up! Once again we are collecting mittens, hats, and scarves 

for those less fortunate. We will give these gifts to Northside Lutheran 

Ministry. Bring in those hats, mittens, scarves, and slippers! Put them on the 

tree at the north end of the fellowship hall (or leave them at the church 

office) and they will be delivered. 

West Allis Teen Youth Group—Join us TODAY for Caroling 

on Candy Cane Lane from 6-8pm. We will meet at 

Woodlawn Lutheran Church and go over to sing 

Christmas carols at the homes of members of our 

churches for about an hour. Afterwards, we will come 

back to Woodlawn for fellowship and hot chocolate! 

Students in 7
th

-12
th

 grade are welcome. Please let your 

youth leader know if your teen will be able to attend: 

aklusmeyer@goodshepherds.net. 

Fundraiser at Fazoli’s—Join us on Monday, December 6 for a school fundraiser 

from 5:00pm-8:00pm at Fazoli’s at 10833 W. Greenfield Ave. in West Allis. 
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Christmas at Wisconsin Lutheran High School—This Christmas season, the 

fine arts department at Wisconsin Lutheran High School will be providing 

three opportunities to attend sacred and secular music concerts: 

 Winter Band Concert—Sunday, December 5 at 3:00pm—featuring 

Concert Band. Tap your toes to secular Christmas tunes as well as 

familiar sacred pieces. Admission is free. 

 Sacred Christmas Choral Concert—Sunday, December 12 at 

7:00pm—featuring A Cappella, Freshman Choirs, Inspiration, and 

numerous instrumentalists. Admission is free, and a freewill offering 

will be taken during the concert. 

 Winter Chamber Ensembles Concert—Saturday, December 18 at 

7:00pm—featuring small ensembles such as Wisco Kids, Inspiration 

Vocal Jazz, Jazz Ensemble, Jubilation Handbells, brass, woodwind, 

percussion, and more! Enjoy the secular and sacred Christmas tunes of 

the season. Admission is free. 

Pearl Harbor 80
th

 Anniversary Remembrance Day Concert. December 7 at 

7:00pm in the Wisconsin Lutheran High School Auditorium. Presented by 

the Soli Deo Gloria Concert Band under the direction of Dr. Patricia 

Backhaus. The program is re-creation of one of the last concerts played by 

the band of the USS Arizona. All of the bandsmen perished in the attack. A 

ceremony to honor their memories will be part of the program. To help 

support the work of the Lutheran Military Support Group a freewill donation 

will be accepted.  
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Good Shepherd’s Lutheran Church 

1235 S. 100
th

 Street 

West Allis, Wisconsin 53214 

 

www.GoodShepherds.net 

 

Timothy Wempner, Pastor ................. twempner@goodshepherds.net. ........ 414-774-1184 

Joshua Zarling, Pastor ......................... jzarling@goodshepherds.net ............... 414-774-1184 

Nathan Klusmeyer, Vicar .................... nklusmeyer@goodshepherds.net ....... 414-774-1184 

Linda Veldman, Church Secretary ... church@goodshepherds.net ................ 414-774-1184 

Michael Henning, Principal ................ mhenning@goodshepherds.net ......... 414-774-1184, ext. 202 

Jes Woller, School Secretary ............. school@goodshepherds.net ................. 414-774-1184 

Shelly Nardi, Early Childcare ............. childcare@goodshepherds.net ............ 414-774-1184 

Gary Schmid, Cong. President .......... Gary.Schmid@wlc.edu ............................. 414-333-6732 

School Fax  .......................................................................................................................... 414-443-9947 


